POPULAR MUSIC

1L HERE is a certain jovial, bouncing, faoppety
little tune with which any one who has spent even
a few weeks in Germany, or has been tended in
childhood by a German nurse, must be very
familiar. Its name is 4 Ach, du lieber Augustin.'
It is a merry little affair in three-four time 5 In
rhythm and melody so simple, that the village
idiot could sing it after a first hearing $ in senti-
ment so innocent that the heart of the most sus-
ceptible maiden would not quicken by a beat a
minute at the sound of it. Rum ti-tiddle, Um
turn turn, Um turn turn, Um turn turn : Rum
ti-tiddle, Um turn turn, Um turn turn, TUM.
By the very frankness of its cheerful imbecility
the thing disarms all criticism.

Now for a piece of history. & Ach, du lieber
Augustin5 was composed in 17705 and it was the
first waltz. The first waltz ! I must ask the
reader to hum the tune to himself, then to think
jof any modern waltz with which he may be
familiar. He will find in the difference between
the tunes a subject richly suggestive of interesting
meditations.

The difference between 4 Ach, du lieber
Augustin ' and any waltz tune composed at any
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